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_ Hec Ego mecum 
Compreffis agito Labris; ubi quid datur oti, 
Iiludo Chartis 





Hor. 


sy jeéts has been put abroad into the World 
ivy by feveral eminent Writers, and in France 
) to this Day, it continues to be a favourite 
Manner cf conveying an Author’s Senti- 
ments to the Public. The famous Rochfau- 
cault fucceeded fo well upon this Plan, that 
h lly admired, wherever Wit and Poignancy of Mat- 
ter are relifhed. Though this Scheme of Writing frees the 
Mind from the Fatigue of purfuing a long and regular Tract 
of well-concerted Reafoning, and may from its appearing in loofe 
detached Sentences, feem to the Reader to carry with it no 
creat Difficulty in the Execution, it is neverthelels as hard as 

any 
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any other Vehicle of Inftruction. It difcards many of the re- 
quifite Embellifhments of Stile, but raifes a Demand for Senfe 
and a lively Turn of Expreffion in almoft every Line. Hence 
it is,that the Writer already mentioned has been fo much celebra- 
ted by People of Tafte, and hence it is, that Pope and Swift have 
thought proper to follow him in this Path of Satyr. A very 
ingenious French Writer has alfo publifhed, within this fhort Time 
an entire Volume in this Way, abounding in excellent Reflections 
upon all Occurrences in Life, full of ftrong Senfe, and highly 
{pirited in the Diction. After having perufed this Author, my 
Mind acquired fuch a Habit of thinking in this unconneéed 
Fafhion, that I could not fettle my Thoughts on any one Topic 
for the Entertainment of my Readers. Wherever I went, 
whether through the Streets upon ordinary Bufinefs, or into the 
Fields, in order to participate of that vernal Delight, of which 
there is at prefent a pleafing Emanation all around us, I found 
myfelf conftantly talking Sentences. I therefore refolved to com- 
mit them to Paper for the Infpection of my Readers, and this 
not out of any Ambition of emulating my Betters, but becaufe 
I am of Opinion, it may make a Variety, not entirely difagreea- 


ble, in the Effay Part of this Paper. 


THOUGHTS on Various Susyjects. 


PeriopircaL Writer, in order to procure himfelf a fuf- 

ficient Number of Readers, fhould endeavour to render 
his Works agreeable to the various Palates, which predo- 
minate among the feveral Inhabitants of this Metropolis; But 
though he fhould feafon his Papers to the Tafte in vogue, 
he fhould not entirely give up his own Judgment; As Cowley 
has it, The World may focome tn a Man’s Way, that he may 
falute it, but he fhould not go a whoveing after it. 


Tuer fevereft Critics upon Writing are thofe, who know the 
leaft of it, which is fome Comfort to an Author, who lives in 
an Age of Envy, Malice, Ill-Nature and Detraction. 


Dean Swirr tells us, that when he was a young Man, he 
helieved that the Reft of the World refembled himfelf in talking 
of nothing but the laft New Play: In this particular Ranger 
has been perhaps too much like that great Genius. 


Wen a Set of Bookfellers are concerned in a News-Paper, 

a Monthly Revicew, or a Magazine, they take every Opportunity 
in the faid Productions of Praifing the Works, in which they 
have a Property themfelves, and of decrying every Thing that 
may 
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may prevent an Encreafe of their'own Sale. ‘Writers who are 
ill-ufed by them in this Shape, may enjoy always this Comfort, 
that were thefe People to pol/in Parnaffus, their Votes, upon a 
Scrutiny, would be ftruck off, as they are only Copyholders. 


Wuen I fee Mr Barry in the’ Tomb-Scene of Romco and Fuliet, 


he puts me in Mind of the Defcription of the Nightingale in 
Strada’s Prolufions ; : : 


Preabet iter Liquidum labenti é pettore Voci. 


Wuen I fee Mr. Garrick in the fame Scene, he recalls to my 
Memory two Lines of Zibullus ; . 


Te fpettem, fuprema mibi cum venerit Hora ; 
Te tencam moriens deficiente Manu. ° 


You may know what a Gentleman thinks.of you, by the 
Behaviour of. his Servants, while they wait at Table. Thefe. 
People are always fuch fincere Friends to their Mafter, and have 
his Honour and Glory fo much at Heart, that they generally 
place their Affections and Refentments upon the fame Objec. 


On the contrary, you may know what the Waiting-Maid 
thinks of you, by the Reception you meet with from herMitftrefs; 
for at prefent all young Ladies are directed in their Opinions 
concerning the Men by what Mrs Betty is pleated to fay at the 
Toilet, and if fhe declares, ** O Ma’am, he’s a fine Man—J 
‘* loves to fee him like any Thing ”——or, “* Oh! the Fright 
é¢ J] hate the Sight of him.” You are fure to find the 
Confequences of it, at the firft Meeting. 


As the World goes, there is generally more 4¢ to obtain Suc- 
cefs, than Merit to deferve it. 


SounpDING Periods and pompous Expreffions no more con- 
{titute a beautiful Stile, than ftruting in Red Heel Shoes, and 
Gold Cluck Stockings can make a graceful "Walk ; Both may 
ferve to impofe upon the injudicious, but thofe, who are ac- 
quainted with Men and Books, will always think Eafe a very 


requifite Quality. 


DiscreETION has its Bounds as well as all other Virtues; and 
it degenerates into a Vice, if, like Aaron’s Serpent, it fwallows 


up the reft. 


A MOTT O for the JES; 
Nos alia ex alitsin Fata vocamur. 





MaApDAN 
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Mavam DE Puisteux, in the fecond Part of her Charafers 
of the Age, defires to know what Women, in general, do with a 
Mathematician, a Chemift, or a Schemiff? \t feems, this Lady 
thought too much Study an Enemy to Love. | 


Wuen I reflect on the late Marriage-Aé, I cannot help cry- 
ing out with the Poet; 


Curfe on all Laws, but thofe which Love bas made. 


{r is well remarked by a very good French Writer, that a King 
who does not keep a Miftrefs, is highly eftimable, provided he 
does not become @ Bigot through too much Devotion. 


Poriticrans have obferved, that Eng/and..can never be un- 
done but by a Parliament, and, for my Part.when I read the 
Addreffes from Candidates to their Electors, I look upon them, 
for the Majority, to be neither more, nor lefs than begging to 
have an Hand in WNaturalization-Adis, Fews-Bills, Taxes, and 
in fhort the Ruin of their Country. 


Ir is much more difficult to HEAR in Company, than to 
SPEAK; Every one is willing to do the latter, but few have 
Politenefs enough to do the former, though it ferves a double 
Purpofe, it fhews our Manners at the fame Time that it im- 
proves the Underftanding. 


Tue late Doctor Swift is not generally efteemed as a Man; 
in this Point the World agrees with the Dean himfelf, who was 
always mortified to think himfelf of fuch a Species. 


Or all the Arguments in Favour of Vice, defendit Numerus, 
is the worft; who would chufe to travel in a dirty Road, becaufe 
it is crowded ? 


Every Age has a peculiar Characteriftic to diftinguifh it ; 
the laft Century was remarkable for a comic Genius, which 
fometimes broke out into unwarrantable Luxuriancies, and a 
Breach of Manners; the prefent Times have acquired a politer 
‘fafte, but cannot produce any Thing. The former tranfgreffed 
through an Fxcefs of Vigour, the latter are decent, but they 
have that kind of Decency which arifes from a Want of Power, 
rather than of Will, and fhould take for their Motto the De- 
fcription of Eunuchs in Terence , dmatores effe eos maximos, fed nibil 


potelfe. 


A Woman-Harter is the moft monftrous Character in the 
World; it is to be void of the natural Affections, and averfe 
trom the moft pleafing Society our Nature i sapable of. 


WHEN 
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Wuewn a Periodical Writer has been well received by the 
Public, he fhould take care not to eke out his Plan, becaute 
the Novelty of a Work will wear off both with the Writer and 


the Reader, and befides the Latin Proverb fhould always be re- 
membered, ue quid nimis, 


Prope of the fame Profeffion frequently fpend their Time in 
envyingeach other whe-eas, if they were actuated by Emula‘ion and 
each would mind his own Bufinefs, every Man would find his 
Account in it; as at Play, the Way is not to be fretting at the 


Cards you fuppofe your Adverfary may have, but to make the 
beft of your own Hand. 


Some Peoples Difcretion is the Reverfe of Charity; it covers 
a Multitude of Virtues, as the latter doesa Multitude of Sins. 


Ir was well faid by a Gentleman at a Coffee-Houfe, that the 
laft Scene of a modern Tragedy is like a Statuary’s Yard; the 
Players are all fixed Attitudes. 


WHEN once a Writer is known, his Enemies all will rail at him, 
and his Friends will damn him with faint Praife, becaufe he has 
dared to take the Lead of them. He fares like one who meets 
with ipeedy Preferment in the Army; the Enemy will be fure to 


fhoot at him, and his Brother-Officers will hate him for being 
put over their Heads. 


RE icion, which fhould make us live in Peace and Charity, is 
the Source of our moft violent Animofities, no one being willing 
to let his Neighbour worfhip the fupream Being according to his 
own Ideas, and his own Feelings, though each Perfon is refolved 
to ufurp that Liberty himlelf. 


Tue late Lord Bolingbroke wrote againft the Chriftian Reli- 
gion; Doctor Till intends to write againft Lord Bolingbroke. 
Felices errore fuo! 


Tue beft Comment on the Writings of Lord Bolingdroke would 
be a Review of his Life. 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


Tt " Pe a PY . }. rg . oy a 
To CHARLES RANGER, £/4; 
a“ a yy “« 


a ee Se 2 ee ee a eh ye : 
I F you think the follow Ino sora WOTLay Oi a i’lace in your Paper, by 
inferting it, you'll greatly oblige. 


keur confiant Reader and Admirer 
af, | / tdi ld iy. > LAY. ie 54. — Pase 




















192 THE GRAY’s INN JOURNAL No.32. 


Upon the Author of the Lives of the Pope’s being made Clerk of the Buck- 
Warrants under Sir G—— L— _— 


y ee Romith Fafting, Pennance and Belief 
B—s fled to Englith Liberty and Beef. 

With moft —. Appetite and Palate, 

Fe left his Brethren to their Fifh and Sallet ; 

From Rome to L t n transfers his Hopes, 

And now he cuts up Venton, and the Popes. 





From my own Atariment. 
I have taken the Liberty to alter one Word in the foregoing Epigram, 
which I hope the Author will excufe, as I perfwade myfeli the Epithet, 
which I have fubftituted, helps to give the whole an Air of Irony, whereas 
the Term made ufe of before, conveyed its Meaning too bluntly and inde- 
licately. 
| Macklin’s,2 May. 
The Converfation is ftrangely altered here within thefe few Days; inttead 
of fine Scenes, Plot, Incident, Fable and Character, the Gentlemen now 
talk of nothing but real Landfkips, natural Cafcades, Labyrinths, V iftas, 
purling Streams and fhady Groves. The Critics begin to look extremely 
dejected at this Revolution, and fome of them, it is thought,will go /fraling 
into the Country, in order to exercife their favourite Talents upon the Per- 
formances of the itinerant Actors, during the Summer Seafon. In the mean 
Time thefe Gentlemen confole themfelves by refleCting, that on Friday next 
they areto have one Opportunity more, the Coxjuror being on the Evening 
of the faid Day to give a Tryal of his Skill at the Theatre Royal in Covent- 
Garden. At prefent the Critics are adjufting among themfelves the Behavi- 
our they are to obferve, and they are fixing who is to {peak to him firit from 
the Pit. In this Converfation our Connoiffeurs refemble the Servants in 
the haunted Houfe; I overheard one of them fay, *¢ zt /tands with Reason a 
& Conjuror muft havea long Beard, for did you ever know a sWiteh tha was 
<° motan old Woman”? Another very ferioutly faid, ** [ cuih he ben’. a 
“ Fejuit.” Upon the whole, they alt agree, that when in the Houfe, they 
muft take care to keep out of his Circle, leit he fhouid expofe them amoung 


his other Characters on the Stage. 
: Bedfird-Coffee-houfe, Moy 1 
Since our laft we are informed that Mexander Cruden the Corrié:or has 
fabfcribed to the Book upon Ged and Nature, and it is jurther faic, chat he 
himfelf intends to give the World a Treatife upon Scu! and Maiter. A 
Book upon God and Nature, and another upon Saal and Matéier will cer- 
tainly fupply the two grand Defiderata in Literature, there not being above 
one hundred thoufand Volumes upon thefe Subjects already, all equally en- 
tertaining, equally inilructive, and equally edifying. 
_ Itis creditably reported that the Caravan, which has gone to the Bedford 
during the winter Seafon, will alter its Courfe, and fet out from the Crofs 
Keys in Grace Church Street for the foll .w.ng Places on the proper Days 
for Entertainment. “To Enfield every Monday fortnight, and pafles thro’ 
Newinston and Tottenbam; to Hampftcad every Saturday and Sunday, paf- 
fey by Adaiher Redcaps, Kentifh Tewn, &e. Vo Richmond, tine enough tor 
Biay two Nighis in the Week ; St. A’bans, when there are Moon- 
hehe Nights ; to Dulwich, Woolwich &c. 

’N B.No Fidlers tobe admitted, the Places being referved for the Nymphs 
and Swains who delight in foft Thoughts in the approaching foft Seafon 
of the Year. 

We hear from Horn/ey that Geerge Tridridgeon of Holbourn Dealer and 
Chapman, took the Diverfion of eating a Syllabub at that Place on Wed- 


nefday the firft Inftant. 


the 
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